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course the police would administer this Act
if allowed fo do so. There is also provision
in the Police Aet for the police arresting
anty person whose conduct is likely to pro-
voke a hreach of the peace. Another clause
sets out that any person who in any street
or publie place acts to the annoyance of the
inhabitants or uses threatening, abusive or
insulting words or behaviour in any publie
or private place, whether caleulated to lead
to a breach of the peace or not, may be
fined on conviction or be comuitted to
prison. Section 96 also contains the follow-
ing:—

Lvery person who shall stand or leiter about,

to the annoyanee of the passers-by, or whe
shall interfere with or impede the free passige
of foot pagsengoers,
Fvery such person may be tined, on con-
vietion, a swin not exceeding 40s  Will the
Minister deny that pickets stood or loitered
abuout the footpath preventing business being
carvied on? If the Minister does not know
it. 1 assuve him that the pickets did prevent
business from heing enrried oun.

Mr, Latham: linisters know that all
right.
Hon. 8ir JAMES JMITCHELL: Of

course they do. This is a more serious mat-
ter than Ministers are inclined to admit.
Of course it is easy for them to sav that
nothing happened, but if such acls are to he
allowed then the Government will he de-
serted by the member for Bast Perili {Mr.
T. J. Hughes) and other members sitting on
the Government side of the House. The
(iovernment will probably say that people
were able to earry on their businesses and
make money az usual, thal people who
owned properties were protected, that noth-
ing happened, and that there was no law-
lessness to the hurt of other people. There
will be many s¢peakers and Mr. Teesdale,
who was an eye witness of some of the in-
cidenis that took place, as well as other hon.
members will speak during the course of
this debaie and deal with some of these in-
cidents., T would like to remind the Minis-
ter for Justice of the oath that he took when
he became a Minister of the Crown. Tt is
rather interesting. This is what he swore
he would do—

I. Y. C. Willeoek, do swear that T will well
and truly scrve our Sovereign Lord, King
{icorgge the Fifth, in the office of Minister for
Justice, and that I will do right to all manner
of people after the laws and usages of this

Realm, without fear or favour, affection or ill
will.  So help me God.

I ¢laim that ihe Minister has not done that.
S0, of course, lie should really resign at once.
At any rate 1 ask the House to say that
the Minister has not carried out the duties
of his office as he pledged himself to do,
There i5 no member of this House who does
not know of these happenings. There should
really be no necessity for me to do other
than erely move the amendment, beeanse
members are aware of these acts of lawless-
ness. 1 thercfore move an amendment—

That the fellowing words be added to the
Address-in-reply :—* “But this House desires to
inform Your Fxcelleney that it regrets that
the Government failed to maintain law and
order during the recent industrial upheaval.’”

On the motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.32 p.m.

Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, Hth . Lngust, 1985,
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—_—

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
paan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ROADS, FEDERAL
GRANT.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Colonial
Secretary: Will he lay on the Table of the
House & statement showing the allocation
of the Commonwealth road grant to the
various municipalities and road boards
during the last financial year?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
The condilions under which the Common-
wealth Government made money available
for roads did not provide for money to be
spent within municipal distriets, but a re-
turn showing allocations for roads within
road board distriets 15 being prepared and
will he laid on the Tahle of the House.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Meiropolitan)
[4.36] : Before speaking to the question
hefore us, I wish to take this opportunity
of expressing my persenal regret at the
loss this Honse has sustained by the death
of Mr. Greiz. We all recognise Lhat in
our late member we had ome who pos-
sessed in an outstanding manner the fine
rjualities of honesty of purpose, and who
gave close attention at all times to his
duties as a lemislator. The House will he
the poorer for his demise, and his constitu-
cnts will suffer a loss Lhat 1 am sure they
will find hard to replace. T am certain
however, that in his suceessor we shall find
one who will seek to follow in the footstepr
of the late member, and to emulate him so
far as is possible. I would also briefly
welcome Mr. Glaslieen as a member of this
Chamber. The Speech thai has been pre-
seuted to us. as Mr. Ewing said yesterday,
contains matter for very many debates.
Some of that matter, I wmn sure, wiil be
weleomed and approved, and some, T have
wo donbt, will be eriticised by various
speakers to the motion. The large gather
ing thal was present on the oeeasion of
the opening of Parliament was evidence, 7
think, of the faet that inlerest in our Paw
liament hins not alfogether lagged. T ob-
serve again, however, this vear that a cer-
tain part of our opening ceremony was
omitted, namely, the guard of honour.
Some references were made to this
matter on a former occasion, if I remem-
ber aright, but, at the risk of invoking
criticism from any member who favours
sueh an innovation, T venture to call atten-
tion to it., I offer this suggestion with
perfeel sinecerity, that the Government
migzht reconsider the matter, and revert to
what T regard, and every member will, }
think, regard, as an old and time-honoured
enstom.

Hon. .J. R. Brown: And an unnecessary
expense.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: T hope to win.
My, Brown over to my way of thinking. I
admit that arguments may he advanced for
and against the retention of the custom. Let
us put saside the question of expense for a
moment. Many arcuments may be advanced
in connection with much in our whole system

of demoecracy. We boast of our democravy
and ouvr freedom. It is, I think, wrongly
argued by some that the best way of ex-
hibiting our sensc of freedow is to advo-
eate the wiping out of those formalitie-
and ceremonies which, if we think for a
moment, are really the outcome of the
demoeracy of which we boast. T appeal t
the Leader of the House and his colleague-
to take the course that las bheen adopted
in the past. I venture to say if is not wise
to depart from it. There 1s great value i1
preserving and eonforming to the traditions
associated with our institution of Parlia-
ment.  These traditions have stood the tesi
of weneralinns., Our forefathers, who won
for us as a people our present freedom.
must have had good reasvn for instituting
awd preserving them; and yet we lighthh
seek to abolish them. Tvery reflective
man, whether a supporter of the Liberal
Party or the Labour Party, would fght
sternly against destroying our democratic
form of (iovernment, in lieu of some form
of autocracv or oligarchy such as we find
in Russia, In Western Australia by this
innovation we are removing one of the
oldest ecustoms associated with our present
form of government. I would ask every
member whether this apparently small
innovation does not tend to destroy il
respect in which Parliament should he
held. Tt is not a matter of expense.

Hon. J. R. Brown: It is not done fo
nothing.

Hon. JJ. NICHOLSON: T admit that.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. Willmott: The hon. mem-
ber does not do anything for nothing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Does it not hel
to encourage and support the efforis of
extremists in polities, who are desirous of
wrecking our free and democratic institu-
tions? That is the point, not the matter
of expense. TIs the doing of this likely tu
weaken and destroy our present demo-.
cracv?

Hou. J. R. Brown: It does not preven:
industrial unrest.

The PRESTDENT: I ask the hon. mep:
her not to interrupt so much. He will have
an opportunity of speaking later.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Tf we pursae the
desire for his innovation, we might well
carry it into other spheres of life. We might,
for example, pass a measure to say that no
member, male or female, should appear
neatly aftired in a tailor-made costume. We
might also abelish the use of all uniforms
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of oflicials as well as those bolding high
office in Parliament. Why not do something,
say, in connection with the procedure of our
law courts and other institutions? I contend
that all such institutions are better respected
through the preservation of these customs
and ceremonies, and so it is with Parliament.
We may contribute towards the downfall or
destruction of a building by removing an
apparently unimportant section. How much
more serious is it when we tamper with the
traditions and ceremonies linked up, as they
are, with our Parliamentary system. My at-
tention was arrested recently by an interest-
i paragraph published in “The Scotiish
Australasian” of 21st May, 1925. 1 also
noticed a paragraph in the “West Austra-
lian™ of the 3rd August last under the head-
ings “Communism and Religion” and %A
Roman Catholie Warning,” both of which
paragraphs I intend to read to the House
I sny at once that I recognise that all think-
ing and refleetive T.obour members, erually
witi thinking and rveffective Liberal mem-
bers, are not tainted with the ideas of
the (‘ommunism and Boishevism. Their
thanghts  have earrted them far beyond
such things, heeanse they see in Commun-
ism and Bolshe.ism the destruction of our
free demoeracy. If we weaken that demoe-
racy, even by the removal of one brick or
strut from the roof or feundation, we may
bring down the whole structure, That is
what T ghall fighi against. T do not helieve
in Communism or Bolshevism.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: What would you say
is the meaning of Bolshevism?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: You have an in-
dication of the creed in Russia.

Hon. J. R. Brown: But Mr. Kilson wants
a definition.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: He will get it
there. The article thai appeared in the
“West Australian” was as follows:—

The business sessions of the awnual Con-
ference of (‘atholie Yonuy dMen's Socicties of
Great Britnin opencd at Neweastle (Eng-
Jandd) on May 30, when a number of papera
were presented. One by the Rev. Father L.
O Hen, Prinecipal of the Catbholic Workers’
College, Oxford, dealt with Roman Catholi-
cism and Conmmunism, There was little need,
he said, to discuss the question, “‘Can a
Catholic bhe a (‘ommunist?*’ for Communism
was a definite sect, with headquarters in Rus-
gia, whirh made war on religion the first
plank of its platform. Communism without
Atheism was ‘‘Hamlet’’ without the Prince
of Denmark. In the official hand hook on

Communism they were told that religion and
Communism  were inecompatible, both theo-

retically and practically. Religion was to be
banished from the schools and active pro-
paganda against religion was to take its
place. Communism, then, with due precau-
tion that the religious prejudices of the
masses were not to be too hastily shocked,
but slowly undermined, was hostile to ro-
ligion in any shape or form. Communism was
no mere matter of politics, It was not a
pelitical party, but a sect, whose chief put-
pose was to blot out from the world onoce
and for all, the name of God and the oh-
servance of his Commandments. Here was
the danger to their Catholic folk. They ha:l
recent evidence that Catholica had been con-
taminated with Communism in Lendon, Live.-
pool, Newcastle, Manchester, Sheffield, Dundee
and elsewhere, The sad truth was that.
while it nowhere flourished, it made the be:t
progress where poverty abounded. Yolk
turned in disappeintment from the failure of
promised hopes built on this party or that,
and sought a remedy elsewhere. Communism
oftered to supply the need, the poigon of
inaterialism was judiciously injected, and
gsooner or later helief and morality were
undermined. Class war was c¢lass selfishness.
Religion was the chief obstacle to discontent.
Only the Church counld save the world from
Communism.

In the other article to whieh I have referred
the writer, in quoting from a very fine thesis
that had been written by M. Ferrero on “The
Perfect State,” points out—

There is danger to Australia in the avidity
with which the unthinking, led by the de-
signing, are ready to dispense with doctrines
and institutions which have in the main given
stability and strength to the State. The en-
thusiasm for political novelties is analagous
to that thirst for change of programme on
the stage and the screen of the picture
theatre. There is an impatience of control
and 8 restiessness under authority which
manifests itself in every direction, and the
discipline of political parties is threatened
by a blatant spirit of egoism which is inde-
pendence run mad. M. Ferrero applies his
keen mind te the understanding of this
wodern phenomenon, and he comes to the eon-
clusion that we are now-a-days so sure of our
power to create the perfect state that we do
not hesitate to sacrifice for it that which yes.
terday we considered of incaleulable value—
liberty, for example, The happenings in Ger-
many are indicative of an awakening to the
dauger of Josing that which was invaluable to
the mation in past times. The election of
Hindenburg to the Presidency does not neces-
sarily mean Lhe revival of aggressive militar-
ism, but it does show that the German peeple
recognise that there were certain elements in
the old regime which must be preserved if the
state is not to become the victim of modern
Empiriciam of a political characier. The
ideal state can only be found in some com-
hination of those principles which are rooted
in love of liberty and respect for authority.
Our choice is limited within the confines of
representative government of some kind. If
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in course of time the people of any country
ean be persuaded to deliberately band the
business of the country to the dictatorship of
an oligarchy, such as that which miscon-
ducted the affairs of Russia, they must stand
by aund take the consequences. It is in any
case the trying out of a political ideal by the
practical application of its principles to the
eoncerns and life of a whoie nation that
either endorses or condemns it. Such an ex-
periment is always contemplated when ag-
gressive politieal propaganda reaches the test-
ing stage. Whether any nation of to-day can
afford to make expcriments at the expense of
much that is of permanent vaive to its eco-
nomic or social life must be left to the people
eomposing that nation. The world is feeling
after perfection in human government. As
M. Ferrere reminds us in the article from
which we have quoted, ‘*The aspiration to
perfection in politics as in morality and in
art is one of the noblest aspirations of the
human soul; but it can become one of the
most dangerous if it i3 not in proportion to
human power and possibility. The ideal of
a perfect government which obsessed the
ancient world was the cause of the long an-
archy in which Europe lived in the Middle
Ages. It does not seem likely that our
epoch may be threatened by a catastropbe of
this importance;  but it is certain that an
unrestricted pursuit of an ideal would make
much longer and mere painful the great
political erisia created in Burope by the col-
lapse of the Monarchieal system if we do not
take account of the limits within which this
ideal ean be realised in our time.’’

While I offer this criticism in regard to one
part of our opening eeremony, I am glad to
be able to compliment the Government and
the mover of the notion, not only on the
form of the wnotion but also on presenting,
through His Excellency, & Speech prepared
in a form in keeping with the best iraditions
of any QGovernment, even a Liberal one.
Fecling that, T can safely give my support
to the motion subject to some criticism re-
garding one or two matters,

Hon. J. R. Brown: Don’t be too severe.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have been very
mild so far. [ did not observe in the Speech
any reference to the shipping strike with
which the Commonwealth and Western Aus-
tralia in particular were threatened. At the
time the Speech was delivered there was little
hope of a selution, bui the announcement
which was made during the last few days of
a seftlement, provides us with a happier and
more hopeful ontlook. The threatened dis-
organisation of trade and the shortage with
which we were confronted regarding lack of
sapplies has fortunately been obviated, As
Western Australia occupies a very isolated
position, and as we are so dependent for our

daily requirements apon imported goods, I
naturally thought the Speech would have
contained some reference fo the strike. Take
for exampie the manufaciure of confeciion-
ery, which is one industry in Western Aus-
tralia that gives employment to a fair num-
ber of men and women. I have been in-
formed that in some instances works had
actually closed down or the threat of closing
down had kad to be made. In other instances
notiees had been given to the employees that
operations could not be continued owing to
the lack of sugar supplies, so essential to
such operations. Owing to the Federal re-
sirictions we are prevented from importing
sugar. We do not grow that eommodity and
therefore eannot supply our own needs.

Hon. J. Ewing: We ought io be able to
do it

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: But we do not.
1 ask why this State should not attempt some
action to remove those restrictions. If that
were done our factories could be kept fully
supplied, and our people could be maintained
in employment. Tf they were removed we
could Lave imported sugar from, say,
Mauritius,

Hon. E. H. Gray: You want black labour
sugar.

Hon. JJ. NICHOLSON : I do not care
where it comes from so long as we can keep
all hands at work. Does it matter where the
sugar comes from if we can keep our fae-
tories supplied with the commodity thex
most require?

Hon. J. R. Brown: Of eourse it matters
in view of the White Australia poliey.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: [ cannot follow
that line of argument. I may he dense, but
T eannot see where snch an argument has any
force or any applieation. 17 we have in-
dustries jn the State that are slarving for
certain commodities, does it matter to us
where those commodities come from so long
as we get them and they enable ns to keep
our factories gning? Deprive ns of them
and the factories will close down and people
will be thrown out of employment. JTs it not
better to get the articles we require from
outside so as to keep everyeme fully em-
ployed and earning full wages rather than
have to close down industries and cause dis-
tress? I think the argument is in my favour,

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Absolutely, now
that three-fourths of the shipping has been
declared black.

Hon. J. R. Brown interjected.



62 [COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I leave the hon.
member to ponder over my remarks. I am
convinced that the more he reflects over
them, the more eonvinced he will be of the
truth of them., Mr. Walsh and those asso-
ciated with him practically decreed that
we were to be heid up without shipping
facilities. The Government should try to
rezulate ihese things in suech a way that
restrietions that arve going to impose a
serious hardship on the people may be
readily removed. The recent shipping
strike should serve to emphasise our isola-
tion and the seriousness of our position.
Some time ago one manufacturing eonfee-
tioner, Mr. Plaistowe, advocated the grow-
ing of sngar beet. Very little, if anything,
has been done in that direetion, and I eom-
mend the suggestion to the Government.
1t may be made one of the commodities cap-
able of being grown by our group settlers
with advantage to themselves as well as to
the State.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Can they grow it in
wet aveas?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have not studied
the question and therefore cannot pose as
an authority, but T take it that those who
know something about the growing of
suzar beet will be able to indicate where
the suitable land is sitnated, and on tha*
land it might be possible to establish -
group under the supervision of a qualified
person.

Hon. T. Moore: Sugar beet, as an in-
dustry, paid in Vietoria for many years.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: From what I have
heard I believe it will be possible t¢ make
it a paying proposition in this State. Care,
of course, would have to be taken in con-
nection with thia experiment, but it is well
worthy of consideration at the hands of
the Government. We have had an un-
pleasant experience as the result of the
shipping strike by being placed in a par-
lons position so far as our daily wants are
concerned, and if we ean do anything that
will be a benefit to the people and

will assist to avert inconvenience we
shall reap a great advantage. One
ean give many instances of our de-

pendence on the Eastern States for our
daily requirements. In a recent issne of
the “West Australian” there were published
somme figures that were of quite an astonish-
ing character. Probably most members
read them, but as they give force to my
remarks I will ask liberty to quote them.

The figures were compiled by the Govern-
ment Statistician and show that the trade
of Western Australia with the Eastern
States for the year ended June 30th last
was valued al £0,359,271, an increase of
£213,910 over the previous year’s total
The balance of trade was against us to the
tune of £6,735,895.

Hon. J. Ewing: It is getting worse,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : It is possible that
the Dbig difference may be due {0 mer-
ehants importing to a greater extent in
order to anticipate the wants of the people
and so be able to carry on without inter-
duption during the period of the strike.
No doubt merchants try (o zet as much as
they can when freight is available. The
report in the newspaper shows that com-
pared with the fizures of the previous 12
months, imports at £8,047,583 inereased by
£366,167 and the exports at £1,311,688 de-
elined by £152,257. The principal inereases
in imports were butter, £33,848, butter
substitntes £4,687, hacon and hams £22,052,
mution and lamb—there was a scareity
here—£23,973, frozen beef £91,846, tinned
meats £27,341, confectionery £49,184, and
so on. There is a tremendous increase and
the figures are positively alarming. They
certainly show that there are wonderful
opportunities here for men who are anxious
to settle on the land and produee all those
things that T have quoted. If they suc-
ceed, in the place of being a debtor State
as we are Lo such a huge extent, we shall
have a balanece on the credit side and
deficits will no longer be known, I should
like to interpolate here that the other day
I read that the Government had decided
that sawmill employees should work mnot
longer than 44 hours. On top of that came
a suggestion from the Premier of New
South Wales that 44 hours per week shouid
be the prevailing hours throughout the
Commonwealth. With that objeet in view
the Premier of that State has invited the
other State Premiers to meet him in eon-
ference to diseuss the matter. Anyone
who has had any association with the
development of the land will recognise that
progress has not been made by working
limited hours.

Hon. J. R.. Brown: How do you know?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : T know perfectlv
well. -We have only to ask any farmer in
the State what he thinks of the 44 hours
suggestion,
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Houn, A, DBurvill : A working farmer
would never sueceed on 44 hours.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Any man who
hias ihe interests ol ks farm at heart, and
who desires to develop it as it should be
developed, and to suceeed, could not pos-
sibly do any guod were he to earfry on
operations on the basis of a 44-hour week.
Ii we introduee the 44-hour system in our
industrial life generally, and at the same
time invite people to come here to settle in
zroup areas or take up land in the wheat
country, we invite those people to work
laborieusly and long hours in the clearing
and developing of the land, whilst the in-
dustrialist does not do more than 44 hounrs
in a week. Tllow can we expect a settler
to remain content on his hloeck of land
when, whilst he iz working long hours
daily, he finds his neighbour on an adjoin-
ine sawmill enzaged on o 44-hours week?
llow will the group settler feel when he
linds that man getling high wages during
the 43 honrs? It will ereate a feeling of
dizsatisfaciion. Merely to say that the
sroup settler has a better future before
lin 1s nol a sulticient answer, I admit
ihat it is a ereat thing to be creafing an
assel, The group settler has the sense of
duing sometlhing that is worth while, for
himself and for the next genmeration; and
no doubt he takes pride in doing it. 1
adhinire  the men engaged in doing that
woark, and, il I may use the expression, I
ivke wy hac oif to them. They are deserv-
ing of all hunour. But I do ask the Leader
of the House to put to his colleagues this
view, that the ofler of the 4-hours week
1= a temptalion to the grouwp settlers and is
opposed to sucvesstal setlling and tu con-
teatment on the land. That is the great
thing. If we create discontent in the
minds of the group settlers, we cannot
lupe o get the development that we ex-
pret from them.

Hon. J, R. Brown inierjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hou. Mr.
Brown has now interjected no fewer than
ten  times since the speaker has been
addressing the House. Reasonable inter-
jections ean be overlooked, although they
are disorderly by Standing Order 398; but
1 warn the hon, member for the second
time that unless he ceases his interjections
---senseless, many of them—I shall be
torced to deal with him under Standing

Order 413. I hope he will not give me
cause to take any action in that direction.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN : T put those views
to the Leader of the House, and I am
sureé he will give due consideration
and weight to them, because they are
worth while. We are all interested in the
progress and development of the State.
We want to see a happy, contented, and
progressive community. The more we c¢an
do to provide means of contentment, the
hetter for the State at large. The shipping
sirike, to which I have alluded, shows the
seriousness of our position. Obviously it
is necessary that our Government should
do something t¢ improve the position.
Strikes of all kinds are certainly to be
deplored; they are things I like to see
avoided. We have an Arbitration Court
established by law to regulate industry
and deal with such disputes; and it seems,
as oné hon. member interpolateld vesierday,
that there is only one conclusion to be ar-
rived at, namely, that the Arhitration Cowrt
has failed to nchieve the desired end. 1'n-
fortunately, we find instances, just as in
conneetion with this shipping strike, where
the Arbitration tribunal has been openly
defied, to the loss and inconvenience of the
public. 1t is generally forgotten by thosc
who embark on strikes that the pub-
lic are the sufferers. They are the section
Iying belwreen, that often feel the pinch as
severely as anyvone. We had a local instance
of this in the strike of waitresses and hatel
employees which was referred to yesterday
by Mr. Bwing. We all know the ineon-
venience suffered on that oeeasion by the
general public; but what I object tv—and I
voice my protest against it—is the fact that
those persons or firms who were brying to
supply the wants of the public were pre-
vented from rendering that service. Picket-
ing of premises was general, and very little
if anything, was dune to prevent i.. There
are laws in existence, laws framed aud passed
by Parliament, for the regulilion and eon-
duct of all persons; and those prersons who
offended should have been procecded awainst,
Tt is the duty of every Government, whether
Liberal or Labour, to see that our laws are
faithfully administered; otherwise how ecan
the Government retain the respect of citi-
zens? I will do juslice by saying that [ be-
lieve certain Labour officials or leaders did
their best to bring about a settlement; but
their efforts were thwarted by the injudiei-
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ous actions of some others. The Government,
however, should have done their manifest
duty. Let us for a moment assume an op-
posite case, an almost impossible case, one
that is eertainly most improbable, where two
sets of employers are involved. Assume thal
the owners of catering establishments de-
cided to insist upon new conditions as be-
tween them and the wholesalers. They might,
for example, say to the wholeszalers, “You are
charging us too much for our tea, or our
sugar, or coffee, or anything else, and we are
going to nse every effort we possibly can io
put a stop to this. We shall issist npon your
supplying vs on certain other terms and con-
ditions.” Asgsume, further, that the owners
of catering establishments proceeded to picket
the premises of the wholesalers. They might
arrange for pickets to go around and annoy
the wholesaling fraternity. In such eireum-
stances would it be right if thi Government
stood by and tock no action against.those
people? Surely not. There are laws which
provide for these things, laws intended to
prevent disturbances of that nature. Infrac-
tions of the law should be dealt with, and
offenders should be punished. All these hap-
penings involve great finaneial loss not only
to the workers but also to the employers,
and likewise to the general public. The State
also is a sufferer. If one could trace the mat-
ter, one wounld probably find that part of our
deficit is accounted for in that way. We all
are or should be concerned for the welfare
and development of our State, and I submit
that every effort should be made by both
employers and employees to secure and main-
tain industrial peace and a happy relation-
ship. Unfortunately, however, a spirit of
distrust or suspicion seems to exist, That
spirit everyone should try fo break down by
open and fair dealing. At various times pro-
posals have been made by firms for their
employees to share in profits, but those pro-
posals have been rejected. I believe that in
the Old Country, where schemes of profit
sharing have been inaugurated they have
proved beneficial to all purlies concernedl
Surely somethng could be done to secure the
development and the peaceful working of our
industries, I sugpest to the leaders of La-
bour in this State that they consider whether
something cannot be done in the direction I
have indicated, whether some means cannot
be devised whereby employees would share
in the profits of the business. If something
of that nature were done, it would probably

lelp towards indnstriai peace, which would
be beneficial to everyone concerned. TUnless,
however, something is done, how can we
expect, in view of the competition of the
Eastern States, to induce pecple to establish
industries in Western Australiau? We in this
State arc on the one hand inviting people to
come here, but we have not the industries to
give them employment when they do come;
that is to say, those peonle whe are unfitted
for settlement on the land. True, we say that
the people we are asking to come here are
people capable of taking up land; but we
know that in many eases it is found
that although people do go on the land,
they prove unsnited for that particular avo-
eation, and afterwards seek other walks of
life. Therefore we ought to be in a position
fo establish as many industries as possible
and thus increase the avenues of employment.
We can absorb all that population, and in-
stead of having unemployment, and the State
being called upon to provide special works
for the unemployed, we conid have an abund-
ance of employment provided and the State
saved a great deal of trouble. In Western
Australiz above all the other States we rTe-
quire more and more industries, and to that
end industrial peace is essential. In a cele-
brated speech delivered recently by the Prime
Minister of Great Britain, Mr. Baldwin, this
matter was dealt with. Mr, Baldwin said—

By all means let us aim at having our con-
ferences nbroad for these good ends, but let
us not megleet to have our conferences at
Home for these good ends whieh touch us far
morz closely, and far wore nearly, than any-
thing that happens across the Channel. Why
must we reserve all our talk of peace and our
prayers for peace for the Continent, and for-
get to have our talk and our prayers for peace
at home? Tt is one of the parandozes of publie
life that from the very lips which preach paci-
ficism abroad we hear the cry for war at
home, Whe was it said of Rousseau that he
was a lover of his kind but a hater of his
kin? The echildren of sueh philosophy c¢an
only bring damnation to this country. And,
baving said that, I want to recognise in the
most generous way that I can, that there have
been speeches made amongst the leaders of
Labour to-day which would endorse every word
T have uttered. I recognise the ‘courage of
those specches, because the men who uttered
them are trying at the same time to do their
duty to those whom they represent, and to
that greater eommunity, the country, and that
moreover, a man in public life, whether he
be a Labour leader or the leader of a Tory
party, often coough, if he spezks the truth
that is in him and that lie burns to tell, will
find many who will he ready to deride him
for what he has said,



{7 Auvcust, 1925.] 63

In eoncluding the I’rime Minister said—
Short, too, of any deliberate destruetion of
our industries, such 2s we have scen advo-
cated in a few quarters, I drcad that subtle
poison uf huired which is being preached in
somo quarters, which weakens the faith of
men in their own efficient serviee, sound work-
manship, the very things which have Dhuilt up
the reputation of our great country, on which
we stili live, You may have one of the finest
fleets of liners in this world, and you way
tave it owwned by the State, and you may have
it run by the State, but if you have a crew
bent on detying all that makes for cc-opera-
tion and discipline, you will bankrupt the
fleet. It has not come to that in this coun-
try, and in my belief it never will. The power
of managing our own affairs in our own way
is the greatest gifi of Englishmen. ... If I
have a message to you to-night, and to the
people of this country, it is just thiz: I
would say to England, '‘Stcady, look where
you are going. Human hands were givon us
to clasp, and not to be raised against one
another in tratricidal strife.’’
Those words are pregnant with wisdom, and
I commend them to all bon. members. I
notice that certain Bills are promised in the
S):eech, and amongst them I welcome the in-
timation of the Main Roads Bill. 1 hope
that Bill will provide for an inde-
pendent board; because the success ol the
Biil will be largely dependent on the creation
of such a board. I regret that there is no
reference to an amendment of the Muniei-
palities Aet, or of a new Municipalities Aet,
The city of Perth has grown beyond the pro-
visions of the existing Act and there is very
great need for a measure that will provide
the nevessary legislation to successfully cope
with the needs of the expanding city. I am
glad to read in the Speech that the Govern-
ment hope to overcome the difficulties that
many of my constituents have suffered in re-
syect of water supply, and 1 trust that no-
thing will be done to interrupt the progress
of that work, and that no further complaints
will require to be mnde in that respest. An-
other Bill T had hoped to see included was a
town planning measure. I wish to appland
the good work carried ont by Mr. W. Saw
and the committee with which he is associ-
ated. Although they have hammered ot the
deors of succeessive (Governments to get a
suitable measure introduced, it has not Leen
their good fortune so far to secure their ob-
jective. 1 hope, therefore, if the Government
can see their way eclear to inelude that Bill
for consideration this session, they will do
8o. We have a city and many towns in the
making, and unless they are developed on
geientific lines and laid out {o the best ad-

vantage, we shall be storing up very serious
encumbrances fur future generations. An-
other matter vespecting the city is the traffic
problem. 1 recognise thai the police are
trying to do their best with the means at
iheir command, but there is mueh that re-
mains to be done. The numerous accidents
taking place give one grave cause for alarm,
and I think it is our duty to call attention to
them. I therefore ask the Minister to look
into this question and see what can be done
to minimise the number of accidents and try
fo avert, if possible, the resultant loss of life.
Now a word or two in respect of the finan-
cial position. I regret that we have not yet
reached that stage when our expenditure and
revenue shall balance. One must continue to
live in hope that the Government will reach
that stage not later than the end of the eur-
rent finanvial year. [ eonfess o some litile
feeling of despair on notieing that the deficit
for July was inereased by £12,000 over and
above the deficit for July of last year. If it
had been £12,000 less it would have given
one greater cause for hope that we would
reach the balancing stage hefore long. Prob-
ahly the Minister will have some explanation
of that excess of deficit last month, and may
be able to give us some new hope for better
days to come. In coneclusion, T think the
people of the State shouldl he deeply grateful
to the State committee and the large body of
witnesses who presented so strong and con-
vineing a case before the Federal Disabilities
Commmisston. [ ean only hope that good
will result from that Commission with preat
benefit to the fnances nf Western Aunstralia.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[3.40]: T wish to eongratulate Mr. Glagheen
on his election to this Chamber. At the
same time | deplore the loss of Mr. Greig.
From my knowledge of Mr. Glasheen, I
feel that he will be not only an aequisition
to the Honse, but a very useful representa-
tive of the province. The small poll re-
corded at the election was to a large extent
accounted for by the restricted time pro-
vided for the election. The fumeral of the
late hon. member took place on the 23rd
June, and on the 23th June the announce-
ment was made that nominations would be
returnahle on the 3rd July. Surely the time
allowed was uwaprecedented in iis shortness!
The notice came ont at the week end, and
many centres conld not possible have re-
reived it in fime to permit of their nominat-
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iny a candudate. Desirvable as it is that
we shonld have a full House at the assemb-
ling of Parliament, it should not be secured
at the expense of alfording the electors
apporlunity for nominating ecandidates for
the vaeant seat and allowing the econstito-
ents to become acquainted with the respec-
tive eandidates. Only two weeks separated
nomination day and election day. When it
is remembered that many of the ventres in
the province have but two mails in a week,
with perhaps only one frain, it will he seen
that it was hnpossible tor the greater part
of the electors to gel mto touch with the
candidates,  That is not at ali a desirable
position of affairs. Listening to the Speech,
I was strpek by the omission of Albany
under the heading of harbour improvements.
Reference was made to the harbours at Fre-
mantle, at Bunbwry, and af Ceraldton, hut
there was no menhion of the Albany harhour.
Acvonding to the public aceonnts for the
year 1918 there had heen spent on the
Albany harbour o that date £126.000, on the
Bunbary harbour €278,000-—-—

Hon. 1.
waler,

Hon., Y. STEWART: | am speaking of
the harbonr.  To that date there had heen
experded on the Fremantle dock and slip
£222,000,  on the  Fremantle  harbonr
£1,961.000, snd on the Geraldton harhonr
£G7,000. The publiec aceounis tor 1924 show
that there had beenr expended on the Albany
harbour works €163,677, Bunhury £419,9495,
Fremantle €2,240,000, and Geraldton £74,000.
Thus in the intervening period an addi-
tional amount of €37,000 war spent on the
Albauy harbowr works, €241,000 at Bun-
bury, €238,000 at Fremanile, and €10,000 at
Geraldton. Tt is quite right that additional
money should he spent at (leraldton.

Hon, E. T, Gray: We want mare ni Fre-
mantle, foo.

Uon. H. STEWART: Fremantle is always
wanting more, and apparenily its people
overlook the fact that probahly mueh more
money ihan was neecssary has been expended
to meet requirements there, T do not believe
in all the teaflic of the State heing concen-
trated al one poert. Tn the Eastern Slates
there are three capital ecifies with ports for
the dispateh of produce. Tn Western Aus-
tralia there is a areat dancer of all the husi-
ness being econcentreated at one main port
inslead af suitably developing other harhours

Ewing: That wa~ for the break-

1o deal with the produce for overseas mar-
kets. Dillienlties have heen experienced in
the Fastern States because traftic that should
never have gone Lo the main ports has been
diverted there to the disadvantage of the
producing interests of the back country.
The position in this State is franght with
crave danger hecanse the development at
Fremantle threatens te be out of all pro-
portion te its relative and equitable claims.
I was struek by the omission from the
speech of reference to the extension of the
aulboriseil railway from Albany to Denmark.
That, and the exlension of the Tarnadup
line. were aunthorised by I'arliament because
of the need- of group settlements  Some of
the zroup =ettlements are located 20 miles
from the railway termini.

Hon. A, Burvill: Thirty odd miles.

Hon. H. STEWART: [ always like to
he un the safe side. Yeb the work of ex-
tendinz those lines lias not heen commenced,
and has not even heen foreshadowed except
in the zceneral statement that the Govern-
ment intend to |-roceed with the ronstruction
o the lines already authorised.

Hon. . Daffell: Those lines were consid-
ereldd so important that we had a special
~essivn of Parliament to deal with them.

Hon, 1, STEWART: That is so. I
should like to have an assuminee from the
Leader of the Honse that this work will be
proreeded wilth, not in sections by paltry
votes of £5000, £10,000, or £20,000, bnt as
a eondbimiaus palicy.

Hon. F. . 8 Willmott: Put yonr rai-
wiys out hefore vou put the people there.
You will never develop the country other-
WIER,

Hon I, STEWART: The Alinister for
Lands has enlightened the public as fo
the arvea of »econd and third c¢lass land eon-
sidered non-cultivable and still held by the
Crown within 1215 miles of existing lines.
The area iz 1,000,000 acres, and the land is
referred to as light land. The light land in
the wheat belt north and south of the gold-
fiellls line is different in charaeter from the
licht land east of the Great Southern line
hevond Narrvogin, Lake Grace, and Pingrup.
Wherever settlement has taken place the bet-
ter quality of land has heen first selected,
and the light land has been neglected. The
Premier has realised that if the light land
could he utilised for nothing hetter than
rrazing, the fraflie it would provide would
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he of material assistance to the railways.
There would be not only the produce raised
to be carried, but the requirements of the
people ocenpying such arcas. Sowe of this
land is not worth the minimum price of 1s.
per acre, and | say that advisedly, atter hav-
ing fravelled over a gowl deal of it. The
Minister was quite right in stating that
people who would acquire such land and
bring it under production deserved the most

generous terms.  Twenty-fAve miles cast
of the Great Southern line only about
30 per eent. of the land is  occupied.

Two-thirds of the land comes within the
category ol non-cultivable, the hlocks rang-
ing from 3,000 to 104000, 20,000 and 60,000
aeres, amd there is no reeord of anyone
having taken up suel land for purely
grazing purposes in rabbit and  dingo-in-
fested country. 1 inclode in the non-
cultivable land areas in the vermin-infested
parts and land covered with peigon and
situated within 121% miles of a railway. 1
bhave Iithographs prepared hy the TLands
Department showing that my estimate of
the area is quite within the mark. The
blocks marked yellow on the lithographs
are vacant, and men of couraze, ecapital
and initiative are required to take them in
hand. The Minister appointed Mr. Postoek
to report on the light lands. The present
price ot wool should bhe an incentive to
undertake their development and  bring
them wndey production.  1f  iwdoeement-
were offered 10 people o take up «uch land,
they wonld he able to show of what pre-
duction it was capable. It is possible that
after 10 or 15 years, and sheep have been
carried on the land, it may be suitable for
subdiviston and for the growing of fodder
crops. At the outset it would he necessary
to xo to the expense of a vermin-proof
boundary fence, and at the same time
eradicate the indigenous poison. The task
would be a stupendous one. Only 1he man
who had sufficient experience and capital
to feel that he could undertake the task
would dream of aftempting it. Such a
man would reguire & reasonable seeurity
of tenure before making the attempt. The
Minister for Lands would be well advised
to endeavour fo indnee people to take up
one which actively cemcerned him, that there
land earrying indigenous poison, if it is
poor country, is 1s. an acre. The maxininm
area anyone can take up under the Land
Act is 5,000 acres. The faet that suech land
wonld have to be enclosed with vermin-

prouf fences which would cost £100 a mile,
and that a considerable sum would have to
be spent in eradicating tle poizon. would
huve io be taken into consideration hy the
officers of the department in arriving at the
value of sueh land, vonsiderable patches of
which it would not he fair to value at 1s.
per acre. When speaking at IKataoning
in April last, according te Lhe ‘“Great
Southern Hervald,” the Minister for Lands
said  that the light land problem was
one whicll actively econcerned iiim, that theve
were 0,000,000 aeres of such land within
124, niles of existing railways, and that
he would be prepaved to give it away in
order to induce its suceessful oceupation,
ITe considered that the Minister for Lands
should be given tull discretionary power
with regard fo ihe maximum arca to be
uranted to any person who took up such
lund for much of this country ¢ould not be
settled nnless large areus were granted in
single holding=. I «m given (o understand
that & considerable amount of what is
termed light land in  the wheat Delt is
neirly equal to suwe of our fivst-class lands
in the wheat farming areas of the Great
Southern. [ kuow of one hlock of 60,060
acrex hetween two =pur lines on the Great
Southern railway., where ihese =pur lines
are roughly 36 miles apart. [t experiments
were carried on there and people were en-
ecowraged to take it np. T think it eonld be
turned to protitalde wse for =heep wvazing,
hut possibly the halding would have to
amonnt  to nearvly 20400 acres.  1£ that
country were taken up the development of
the land to the east would probably follow,
and it might subsequently he found thai
it wonld be suitable for wheat growing. Tt
might even be proved that the country all
the wayv to Esperance waz capahle of great
expanston awd development. In any event
we should not sit idly by for 20 vears while
peaple are proving that the land is capable
of producing. We should not hold up this
inferior land if it is snitabile in the fiest
place for grazing. Before the ideals of
the Minister for Lands are realised some
of our existing legislation may have to he
amended. Tuder the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Ae¢t a werions disability
exist~, Under the Land Aet a person can
hold 1000 acres of first-class land, or 5,000
of non-cultivable land. TUnder the Land
and Income Tax .\ssessment Act the holder
of 1,000 acres is exempt from taxation for
the first five vears. JAfter that there used
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to be exemption up to £200 on the unim-
proved value but that was done away with
last year against the judgment of this
House. If a person owns a grazing area
of 2,500 acres he is also exempt for the
first five years. The Lands Department ave
prepared to make grants up to 5,000 acres
of this light land, but as the Land and In-
ecome Tax Assessment Act and the Land
'fax Act stand to-day, if anyone is venture-
some enough to take up 5,000 acres of
grozing land, he is liable to a tax of 2d. in
the pound, whereas the man who takes up
2,500 acres is exempt for five years.

Hon. J. Nieholson: In face of the recom-
mendation of the officer you mention that
the area should be increased fo 5,000 acres.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, that 13 an
anomaly in the Aect, whieh T had not
noticed until to-day. This tax of 2d. in
the pound on the 5,000 acres was not in-
tended by Parliament. Jr. Bostock recon-
mends that up to 16,000 acres should be
allowed to o settler, and the Minister for
Londs holds that it sheuld be within his dis-
eration to give what aven he likes. It would
not be fair to tax from the beginning only
the person who toolk up more than the 2,500
acres, and exempt the man who took up less.
Anyone who i« utilising agricultural land,
and has improved it within the meaning of
the Act, has to pay only half the land tax,
but any one taking up 5,000 acres of non-
eultivalle land could not be exprected to effect
the necessary improvements immediately.
The position should, therefore, be modified
by an amendment of the Act. In to-day’s
“West Australian” appears a statement
made by Mr. Bostoek, the concluding portion
of which is as follows:—

The question of inereasing an area Lo more

than 5,000 acres resolved itself into the
following:;—With 35000 uacres of cnltivable
land and 1,000 acres eropped with oats,
producing, say, 13 hushels, sufficient oats
conldd  be Tharvested to feed 2,500 sheep

for eight months. The stubble would carry

them for a further two months, and
3,300 neres would he  availalle for the
remaining  two months. To fenee with
dog-proof, subdivide into fire 1,000 acre
paddocks. put down twe wells, house, shed,
working  plant, clear 1,000 aeres of serub

laml, seed same and provide seed oats, super,
and 1,500 sheep to start with would cost
about £7,000, exelusive of cast of land. equiv-
alent to nearly €300 a vear interest, at 7 per
eent. But, as he had put the cost high and
the vield low, there should he a fair margin
of profit in the suggestion.

I refer to this statemeni tv show that if we
want this elass of land occupied quickly and
made produciive, we shonld zllow intending
setilers to come into it on liberal terms.

Hon. J. Duffell; 1s that a rcasonable esti-
mate as to the cost!

Hon. H. STEWART: Mr, Bostock is re-
ferring to a portion of the State of which I
have no particular knowledge, The great
factor is rabbit and dog-proof fencing, which
costs £100 a mile, and the ontlay on the
20,000 acres blocks would be £2,000. To
eradicate the poison would cost £1,000, and
to put down dams for the conservation of
water would cost another £200,

Hon. T. Moore: Cannot well water be ab-
tained?

Hon. H. STEWART: No. It must be
catehment water. T should say that the initial
ontlay necessary on a 20,000 aere hlock, to
fit it to carry stoek, would be between £3,000
und £3,500.  Suhsequently, further water
conservation, subdivisional fences, buildings
and olher imrrovements wounld entail addi-
tional expenditure.

Sitting suspended fron 6,15 to 7.30 pon.

Hon. H, STEWART: In pursuance of
our desire to secure the utilisation of the
light lands east of the Great Seuthern, 1, 1n-
conjunction with other mewbers of the Coun-
try Party, waited upon the Prime Minister,
Mr. Bruce, the MTreasarer, Dr. Earle Page,
and the Minister for Works, Mr. Hill, as
well as others we were able to meet when
they were in Western Australia, and drew
their attention to the faect that nine million
aeres of our light lands should be utilised
for sheep growing. We stressed the neces-
sity for Western Australia being able to ob-
tain wire netting and fencing material at
less cost, and we protested against the dump-
ing duties imposed under the Federal Cus-
toms tarift. When the Minisfer for Lands
(Flon. W. C. Angwin) was in Katanning in
April last, he expressed his views regarding
light lands and also the new migration
agreement which we have been told is to be
signed. I will read the Minister’s remarks
5o that they will be on record in “Hansard”
for the information of hon. members. It
will be seen that his views were practically
on all-fours with the statements in the Gov-
ernor’s Speech regarding iigration. He
held that micration must be gone on with,
without necessarily coneurring in the policy
reparding the group settlements, as ex-
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pressed by Mr. Ewing vesterday. That is
a view that will appeal to mnost ol the PPar-
liamentary representatives in this House.
He claimed that we have not got as much
assistance in the developmenr of our great
State as we should have. Thix is what Mer.
Angwin said—

The Government had first to satisfy them-
selves that the new agreement was in the best
interests of the State before it was entered
into. The firancial clauses were certainly
better, but there were too many conditions in
regard to employment of migrants. He con-
sidered that neither fhe British CGovernment
nor the Commonwealth were bhearing their
share of the burden of scttlement., The Brit-
ish Government spent anuwnally huge sums in
doles, which had the effeet of pauperising the
people, yet appeared to hesitate to put an end
to such a pernicious sysiem by whole-hearted
assistanee towards establishing setilements in
Austrulia. The Commonwealth (tovernment
gained material benefit by cvery migrant to
Autralia, and yet undertook none of the ob-
ligations of settlement, this burden heing lett
to the States. Personally, he thought that
the agreement would have to be accepted, tor
unfess the Government took this satep they
wonld not be able to earry on the group settle-
ments, The new agreement permitted settle-
ment in any portion of the State which might
be econsidered suitable, and had other pro-
visions which were helpful, and he could pro-
mise thai the Government would give it every
consideration.

Most hon, members will agree with those
views and will support Mr. Angwin's con-
tention that the conditions we have obtained,
both in the original agreement and in the
later one, are not, in view of the conditions
in Great Britain, as good as we could expect
to have secured. The position of our forests
should be stressed not only to the Govern-
ment but te all those interested in the wel-
fare of the State. The aceepted forests
policy has not been put into operation here.
At a conference of foresters in 1920 an
arrangement, which was confirmed a month
later at a Premiers’ Conference, was arrived
at setfing out—I quote from the February
issue of the “JAustralian Forestry Jour-
nal,” that *“a national forest area of
24,500,000 acres of indigenous forest was
necessary to supply the timber needs of the
Commonwealth. Both conferences endorsed
the desirability of aiming at the reservation
of this area; its distribution among the
States to be as follows : Queensland 6,000,000
acres, New South Wales 8,000,000, Vietoria
5,500,000, South Australia 500,000, Western
Australia 3,000,000, Tasmania 1.500.000.7
Nearly five years have elapsed since that con-

ference took place, and certain alienations
have been made. In Queensland, New South
Wales, Victoria and Tasmania nearly three-
quarters of the ares sgread upun has been
set aside permanently for forestry purposes.
In Western Australia 917,000 acres have been
sel aside, but of that total 54,000 acres only
have been dedicated as permanent State for-
ests, while 863,426 acres of timber reserves,
consisting almost entirely of large areas in
the Eastern Goldfields distriets, have been
reserved for the supply of mining timber.
The departmental officers concerned have
agreed upon the areas to he set aside, but so
far various Governments have not taken the
necessary steps to definitely set aside the
areas agreed upon. The necessary forests
survey having taken place, hon. members will
agree that the areas should be permanently
dedicated. There should be no furiber delay
in giving effect to the forests policy, and we
should aliepate the three million aeres of
land as agreed upon at the Premiers’ Con-
ference.  Recently T received a copy, in
pamphlet form, of a letter by Mr. W. N,
Hedges, that appeared in the “West Aus-
tralian.” That pamphlet deals with his pro-
posal for agricultural railways in Western
Australia, utilising natural gradieats. With
the aid of a map he points ont that there is
an old salt river bed running trom beyond
Lake Barlee towards Leonora and passing in
a south-westerly direction uatil it comes
down throuch the Merredin and Goomalling
loop to south of Wunnmneppin. It passes
thence between Merredin and  Nor-
tham and, following the natural river
bed all the way, down towards
Brookton, where there is an ele-
vation of 700 feet. Irom that point there
is a gradual fall with a natural grade all the
way. At Brookton it reaches the head of
the Avon Valley. The river bhed also passes
along east of Corrigin and west of Kondinin
running thenee south towards Lake Grace,
the altitude there being about %00 feet. The
cortention is that from Lake Grace or north
of the guldfields line, ihere is a natural grade
that falls on the one hand towards the north
and on the other towards the scuth, A line has
already been authorised from Brookton te
the Dale River Distriet, and thus it would
he possible to get a more satisfactory route
from Brookton to Armadale, shortening the
distance to Fremantle considerably, The
saving would represent about four hours’
travelling for passengers and nbout 41 miles

Tuns
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of railway haulage. If Mr. Hedges’ conten-
tions be correct

Hon. E. H, Gray:
denied.

Hon, H. STEWART: 7Tbat is so, but
often contentions are put forward with in-
sufficient data and additional examination
with the 2id of theodolite and level shows
that important factors have not been con-
sidered. Mr. Hedges suggests that when the
State has reached the stage of produciny
tifty milliuns of wheat instead of twenty-five
millions, which he considers will be in the
very near future, this proposal would mean
not only reduced railway haclage but a con-
siderable saving regarding train loads. In-
stead of taking irnin loads of 250 tons as at
present, with the aid of these gradients he
refers 1o, trains conld take 1,600 or 2,000
ton loads. That would reduce working
cost, freight charges and inerense frain loads,
The present railway svstem would aet as
teeders. Looking through the crades there
are eertain pwints thai raise n query in my
mind.  To convey to those members whn
have not seen Mr. 1ledwes” letier. T will
read a paragraph from it which will illus-
trate the po=ition,  Mr. Hedees writes—-

They have not been

At present the bulk of the wheat is run
through Northam, rail level 4. AMerredin i
now being made i big centee and all the
wheat is grown below the level of Merredin,
The rail level at Merredin is 1,046, Fhen
take its run to DPerth, in the first 20 miles it
drops 200ft. to Baandee, but in the next 18
miles from Baandee to the 128-mile it rises
again 263ft., then in the next 40 miles to
Meckerving it falls 430ft., then in the next
28 miles it rises 177ft, and then falls into
Naortham 323ft.  But before it arrives in
Perth it has to rise 5516t to Beechina.
Therefore, to say the least, it is expensive
hiaulage and it 5s there io stay,

It is contended that on the Armadale line
flying surveys have been put through and
that the grade is one in 80, as against one
in 45 on the Spencer’s Brook route. The
position is clear so far as Mr. Hedges' con-
tention is concerned, that on the main line
there are the rises and falls to which he has
referred. In the first place, in connection
with railway construetion, the train load 1s
limited to that which can be earried on the
maximum grade. There is a second phase,
and it is that onece youn start to ron over a
long distance yonr wear and tear and work-
ing costs are greater when you have a series
of rises and falls in grades than if the
prades were comparatively even. If the
contention of Mr. Hedges is correet, he is

to be commended for having put it before
the public.  His coneclnding remarks are
worth repeating—

It is for others to take this matter up in
the interests of the State and the settlement
of the Empire. 1 have started the ball voll-
ing; keep it goiug.
his is a matter that is well worthy of in-
vestigation at the hands of the department.
Anyone looking at Mr. Hedges’ map must
ree that the altitude of Lake Grace is 900£t.
and that the full then is towards the
Aven River. DBut my knowledge of Lake
Grace, and further east at Newdegate and
sotith towards Alagenta and Ravensthorje,
makes {his query rise in wy mind: Is there
not a lower point than Lake Grace further
east and further south, and the Salt River
tunning sonth i a diveetion which would
relieve traftic fromn being a one-way roufe
1 Fremantle? | think the eountry {o the
sonth of" Lake Grace shonld be investigated
i conmection with the grades, and 1 believe
it would e Ffound possible to et n dawn
grade there jast the Stivling Ranges io
Albany and give an aliernaiive route to the
port.  We should avorl getting into the
positton of sending evervthing that we have
for expont throogh a hottle neck, 1t is in
that way that harm is done, We know that
aasl of Newdewale, that part known as Tham-
nusa is =nitable For wheat growing, and fur-
ther east {o Forrestama theve are 1% million
The distance from
Forrvestania to Albany is less than from
Forresiania via IWomdinin, Corrigin, Brook-
ton and Armadale to Fremantle. Investiga-
tions  wonld probably reveal a  unatural
down grade to the port of Albany and
passing  through  country  which  will
erow  high  elass  mervine wool  and
which is unsuitable for wheat produoetion.
We are aware of the natural ndvantages of
the port of Albany and we know the artificial
advantages that have had to be provided at
Fremantle. At Bunbury a good deal of
money has been spent to provide harhour
accommodation, In railway extensions all
Governments should avoid a policy which will
lead to future congestion and further eentral-
isation, and should not bhe influenced by
political considerations. They should be in-
fluenced by the way in whicl traffic can best
be handled without risk of the trade heing
hauled unduly long distances. Several active
ports are essenfial to the State’s economic
development.

acres of first elass land.



[5 Avarst, 1923.] Tl

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Whieh line is al you
are advocating? Iy it the Southern line in
preference to that from DBrookton (o Arma-
date?

Hon, H, STEWART: The Brookton-Ar-
madaie line will probably be needed to handle
all the production that will take place in the
existing wheat belt. 1 urther east towards
Forvestania it will be possible to constragct
lines that will sborten fhe distance to Al-
bany. Before I conclude my remarks I wish
to refer to what took place at the close of the
last session when I, because of domestic rea-
sons, was unable to attend lhe final sitting.
When | read the report of wizat had trans-
pired in connection with the laxation mea-
sures thal had come hefore us. | was greatly
disappointed. This Heuse hiad made eertain
amendments and had adheroed to those amend-
ments,  Tlhen the matter resulted in a con-
ference, and | was sorry to sec that not one
member of the Country Party from either
House was invited (¢ beeome one of the
managers at the conference. Fvervthing that
this Honw had proposed was sacriticed in
order to arrive al a contpromise, and it was
a hitter disappuintment to e to find that
the mamagers of this House vot so little after
giving evervtlting. | am =orry that the man-
agers from this Iouse at that ronference are
nof now present in the Chamber. but doubt-
less they will read my remarks. T it had
been a matler about which this House had
any doubt one would not have Telt s0 keenly
about it. Whai this House proposed was i
the best interests of the Slate, and our pro-
posals were avreed to hy a sirone majority,
The position since the passing of that mea-
sure is Llut whereas before there was an ex-
emption of £250 that exemption has been
wiped out. i that question this Howse
stood firin,  1{ was also rewarded as just (hat
if taxation was levied in vespect of land,
the paviment made could be deducted trom
income fax. When the managers eonsented 10
that rebate being reduced o 20 per cenl.—in
place of its heing wiped ot altogether——
the,s were not adhering to a principle, but
simply taking half a loaf. Thal, in paru-
eu'ar, scems o me an amendment which the
managers were nof justified in agreeing fo.
I trust that when negoijations of a similar
de eviption are again pending, and  when
whal [ may ferm country inlerests are so
much concerned in the resuli< of the confer-
ence, =ome courtesy will be shown, at least
in one Chamber if nat in hoth. and that a

representative of the country inferestz will
be amongst the managers,

On wotion by Hon. .J. W. Kim
adinurned,

cun, debate

Haowse adjonrned al 5.0 o

Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, sth August, 1925,

Questiona :  Bailwuy rates {1) Geograldiical Trade,
(2) Reduetion by Land Tax paynents

{'ourt cases, Uruce lock .
Water Supplies, (1) Narembeen ('J) I-ruco .l{ock
Mining, Eﬂpendlture on boring ... .-
Traffic Accidents ...

Bill: Supply (£1,013,500) retoried ...

Address-in-reply, third day, .\nwmllm.nt.—-no -conll-
dence—dcleated .,

~ymlmya et
T e

The SPEAKER ivak the Chair at 4.30

p, and read prayers,

QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAY RATES.
Geograplical Trade.

Mr. A, WANSBROUUH asked the Min-
ister fur Railways: 1, Do the Government
intend to review the difterential rate system
now applying over our Siate railways on
pPrimavy products grown within the State
for oversea! 2. 1€ =0, will each seaport re
ceive Hs reographical (rade!?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Xo diiferential rate system of any
worg is in existence on the Government rail-
ways, but if ihe hon. member refers fo the
carriage of primary products for overseas
1o other than the ncaresi port, the reply is
that this question has been under conzidera-
tion with a view {o applving higher freight
chargez to ~ucl fraltic than thase applying
when consigned to ihe neavest port. 2, Fur-
ther conxideration wili be given this atier
when the next revisian of rates is being dealt
with.



